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AFRICAN COUNTRIES MUST LEVERAGE ON TECHNOLOGY 

AND NATURE-BASED SOLUTIONS TO TACKLE CLIMATE 

CHANGE–LANDS MINISTER

Hon. Samuel A. Jinapor, MP, the Minister for Lands and Natural Resources, has appealed to African countries to leverage on 

technological innovations as a means to bolster global initiatives aimed at fostering climate resilience, noting that this approach 

is crucial in fortifying the environment against the adverse effects of climate change. 

Delivering an address at the Africa Energy Technology Conference on Wednesday, 13th March 2024, Hon. Jinapor reinforced 

his absolute belief in the potential of technological advancement in ensuring efficiency and reducing waste in the harnessing of 

natural resources, thereby contributing to global efforts toward the building of resilient climate. 

Speaking on the theme “Advancing Energy Technologies for a Sustainable Future: Mitigating Climate Change, Protecting 

Environment, and Safeguarding Public Health,’ the Lands Minister expressed the conviction and expectation that the conference 

will help expedite efforts towards the diversification of the energy mix of African countries which will culminate in the reliance 

on green energy. 

“ To get the best out of these minerals to support the energy transition, we need to adopt innovative measures for their 

exploitation to underpin broad-based sustainable growth and socio-economic development, while contributing to the fight 

against climate change.  It is by harnessing the power of innovation that we can maximise efficiency, reduce waste, and create 

knowledge-driven mining and energy sectors”, he said.

“It is by the power of technology that we can address the historical environmental and social challenges associated with mining, 

promote energy efficiency and build a circular economy.  And it is through innovation that we can increase production and add 

more value to the minerals we produce to support this energy transition,” he added.

The Minister disclosed that government, through the implementation of Green Minerals Policy has set course towards the 

sustainable and environment friendly exploitation of resources while also playing a role in transition and evolution of green 

energy. 

He accentuated that the drive towards green energy affords African leaders a unique platform to use technology, innovation 

and value addition to develop their respective countries. 

“Ghana, under the leadership of President Akufo-Addo, has adopted a Green Minerals Policy, which aims at promoting value 

addition and beneficiation across the value chain of our green minerals, while contributing, substantially, to the green energy 

transition. We are, also, promoting, through this Policy, local content and local participation across the value chain of our green 

minerals, from exploration, through mining to downstream production, to ensure that Ghanaians, who are by our national 

Constitution, the owners of these minerals, benefit optimally from them.”

He, however, stated that while technological advancement are playing their parts, governments can through the implementation 

of nature-based climate action as evidenced by Ghana’s policies such as the Green Ghana Project help attenuate the impact 

of climate change. 

“While some technologies are being developed to reduce emissions in these areas, they are not yet market-ready. According 

to the IEA, half of global emission reduction technologies needed to reach net zero are not yet on the market. Rapid innovation 

is, therefore, needed to bring to market clean technologies, in particular, for those parts of the energy system where emissions 

are harder to address, such as heavy industry and long-distance transport.  

“But even as we continue to develop these technologies, we must, also, pay particular attention to those other mitigating factors 

that are not too difficult to achieve, such as nature-based climate action. While technologies for carbon capture and storage 

continue to evolve, forests and other nature-based solutions have proven to be a more cost-effective means of carbon 

sequestration,” he said. 

The Africa Energy Technology Conference is Africa’s premiere energy technology driven exhibition and networking conference 

that seeks to create a distinctive platform for key stakeholders and industry players within the energy ecosystem as part of 

making Africa the ultimate destination for global energy-centered discussions and policies that propel industry development.
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ENHANCE ENFORCEMENT MECHANISMS TO BENEFIT GHANA'S 

ECONOMY- HON.DUKER URGES  MINING STAKEHOLDERS

Hon. George Mireku Duker, Deputy Minister for Lands and Natural Resources responsible for Mines has made a clarion call on 

all mining stakeholders, from government officials to mining companies to community leaders, to come together and work 

towards a solution to clamp down illegalities in the mining sector. 

He said, institutions must strengthen regulatory framework, enhance enforcement mechanisms, and support the development of 

responsible mining practices that will benefit Ghana's economy and people. 

In his statement at the launch of a Research Report titled, "Regulatory Gaps in Artisanal and Small-scale Gold Mining in 

Ghana" on Thursday, 14th March, 2024, Hon. Duker admitted that despite the economic significance of Ghana's artisanal 

small-scale mining sector, there has been widespread societal discontent due to grave challenges that have characterised the 

sector over the past two decades. 

Hon. Duker commended the Ghana Integrity Initiative and TAG International Development for the commissioning of a study 

under the UK-Ghana Gold Programme (UKGGP) to assess the gaps and weaknesses within the current regulatory regime 

governing the Artisanal and Small Scale Gold Mining (ASGM) sector in Ghana. 

Highlighting on some gaps, the Deputy Minister noted that distinctive roles of the policy makers and specific security agencies 

assigned for illegalities in the mining sector should be clearly stated . 

He further added that, irrespective of the collective responsibility of government, it must be ensured that security agencies are 

well equipped to facilitate the clamp down of illegal activities. 

Hon. Duker made known that the mining sector, particularly the Artisanal and Small Scale Gold Mining (ASGM) subsector, is 

also becoming more vulnerable to the emerging threat of illicit financial flows (IFFs), money laundering, and potential terrorist 

financing, mainly due to certain weaknesses and gaps in the regulatory frameworks and the enforcement regime in recent 

times. 

Therefore the need for regulatory reforms to address identified weaknesses to insulate the sector from these emerging threats. 

He asserted that, government through the Ministry of Lands and Natural Resources has initiated some policy and regulatory 

reforms including a review of the parent Act, the Minerals and Mining Act, 2006 (Act 703) as a response to some of these 

emerging threats. 

He used the platform to urge all stakeholders to use the report's findings as a call to action and to commit to creating a more 

sustainable and responsible mining sector in Ghana that ensures the safety and well-being of all those involved. 

In a panel discussion on how to get better, simpler ASGM regulations that are more complied with and enforced, Advisor to the 

Minister on Mines, Mr. Benjamin Aryee made insightful contributions while  emphasizing on the need to have a role clarification 

among the respective agencies to synchronise activities in the sector. 

In his submission, Mr. Aryee also affirmed the Ministry's active involvement in sensitising  both policy makers and security 

agencies responsible for dealing with criminal activities and illegalities in the sector. 

Mr. Benjamin Aryee also explained the complexities in signing mining licences and its associated challenges of  being misused. 

Mr. Nana Akwasi Awuah, Managing Director of Precious Minerals Marketing Company touched on the company's involvement 

in streamline the mining industry. 

The research report had two objectives, first, to present and discuss UKGGP's ASGM  regulations research report findings and 

recommendations. 

Second, to build concensus on how to get simpler AGSM regulations and quicker licensing processes that benefit the community 

and are better complied with, monitored, and enforced. 
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Hon. Samuel A. Jinapor (MP)

Minister – Lands & Natural Resources 

Hon. George Mireku Duker (MP)

Deputy Minister in charge of Mines

Prof. Patrick Agbesinyale

Chief Director, Ministry of Lands and Natural Resources
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