
 MEET-THE-PRESS 2020 

 

PRESENTATION BY 

 

 

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS AND NATURAL 

RESOURCES 

 

HON. KWAKU ASOMAH-CHEREMEH 

 

 

21ST OCTOBER, 2020 



 

Page | 1  
 

Mr. Chairman,  

Deputy Ministers,  

Chief Director, 

Directors and Staff of MLNR, 

Heads of Agencies, 

The Media, 

Invited Guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

INTRODUCTION 

It is my pleasure to be here this morning to brief you on the 

current status of implementation of Programmes and Projects 

initiated from 2017 to date by the Ministry of Lands and Natural 

Resources within the Medium-Term National Development Policy 

Framework (2018-2021) and other National and International 

Strategic Plans such as the Sector Medium Term Plans (2018-

2021), the Sustainable Development Goals (2015-2030), the 

African Union Agenda (2063) and the Ghana Beyond Aid Charter 

and Strategy Document. 
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These Programmes and Projects are in line with the President’s 

Coordinated Programme of Economic and Social Development 

Policies (2017-2024) “An Agenda for Jobs: Creating Prosperity 

and Equal Opportunity for All”. These are geared towards 

attaining Sustainable Economic Growth with the focus of creating 

employment and ensuring environmental sustainability as well as 

a favourable investment climate. 

 

I am here with my two deputies, Hon. Benito Owusu-Bio and 

Hon. Naana Eyiah. Also present are the Chief Director of the 

Ministry, Chief Executive of the Minerals Commission, the 

Executive Secretary of the Lands Commission, the Chief Executive 

of the Forestry Commission, the Administrator of Stool Lands, the 

Director General of Ghana Geological Survey Authority, the 

Administrator of the Minerals Development Fund (MDF), the Chief 

Executive of the Ghana Integrated Aluminum Development 

Corporation (GIADEC), the Chief Executive of the Ghana 

Integrated Iron and Steel Development Corporation (GIISDEC), 

the Managing Director of the Precious Minerals Marketing 

Company, the National Coordinator, Ghana Boundary 

Commission, Members of the various Boards, Directors of the 

Ministry and Agencies. 
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Mandate of the Ministry 

The Ministry of Lands and Natural Resources (MLNR) is mandated 

to ensure the sustainable management and utilization of the 

nation’s lands, minerals, forests and wildlife resources as well as 

efficient management of the mineral resources for socio-economic 

growth and development. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, my presentation will cover challenges that 

were inherited in the sector and strategies adopted to resolve 

them. The achievements from 2017 to date are outlined under 

various thematic areas. 

 

SECTOR SITUATION (CHALLENGES) AS AT 2017 

Ladies and Gentlemen, upon assumption of office in 2017, the 

Ministry was confronted with many challenges. Key among them 

include the following: 

 Illegal Mining 

 Lack of alternative livelihood programmes for  communities 

in mining areas 

 Collapsing  large scale mining companies 

 Over dependency on gold mining 

 Delay in payment of royalties to mining communities 

 Lack of transparency in mineral export trade 



 

Page | 4  
 

 Forest degradation 

 Inefficient  Land Administration 

 Youth Unemployment 

 

To address the above challenges, the Ministry adopted a number 

of strategies and programmes that produced remarkable results. 

These achievements are addressed under various thematic areas: 

 

RESTRUCTURING OF THE MINING SUB-SECTOR 

FOR EFFICIENCY AND RESPONSIBLE MINING 

Ladies and Gentlemen, Government inherited a situation in 2017 

where illegal mining or galamsey had become a serious menace: 

• Water bodies and soils polluted 

• Forest cover degraded 

• Farms and farmlands destroyed 

• Unacceptable Environmental impact 

• Collapse of AngloGold Obuasi Mine leading to Obuasi almost 

becoming a ghost town 
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Ladies and Gentlemen, I am happy to say that through 

Government’s intervention, the Obuasi Mine is now fully 

operational with 4,265 permanent and contract staff as at 

August 2020 and reviving the economy of Obuasi and its 

environs. 

The mine has a Joint Venture with significant Ghanaian 

partnership (30%) undertaking the newly introduced modern 

mechanized underground mining for the first time in Ghana. 

 

1. MAKING SMALL SCALE MINING MORE EFFICIENT 

THROUGH RESPONSIBLE AND SAFE MINING 

PRACTICES  

Ladies and Gentlemen, to make small scale mining more efficient, 

the Ministry to date has conducted training on responsible mining 

practices for 4,500 small scale miners at the University of Mines 

and Technology (UMaT). These trained miners now operate 

within approved guidelines. 

To ensure proper supervision of these trained miners, the Ministry 

has created additional mining offices in the country. These 

include one (1) regional, four (4) district and eight (8) satellite 

new offices.  
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Ladies and Gentlemen, to give locals the opportunity to 

participate in mining in a well-structured way, the Government is 

implementing the Community Mining Programme/Scheme by 

encouraging locals living in mining communities to undertake 

sustainable small scale mining  under the Minerals and Mining 

Act, 2006 (Act 703).  

The thrust of this policy is to create jobs and improve livelihoods 

in mining communities. It is also to control environmental 

degradation that has been associated with illegal mining over 

decades. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, I am happy to inform you that so far 14 

mining schemes have officially been launched to operate, 

effective June 2020 in the following communities: 

 Nsiana, in the Amansie West District of the Ashanti Region;  

 Tinga in the Bole District of the Savannah Region; 

 Memiriwa in the Obuasi Municipality of the Ashanti Region; 

 Ayaase in the Obuasi East District of the Ashanti Region; 

 Wioso in the Obuasi Municipality of the Ashanti Region; 

 Adomanu in the Adansi North District of the Ashanti Region; 

 Aketekyieso in the Amansie Central District of the Ashanti 

Region; 
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 Egila/Gwira in the Nzema East Municipal of the Western 

Region;  

 Akango/Duala in the Nzema East Municipal of the Western 

Region;  

 Aboso in the Prestea-Huni-Valley Municipal of the Western 

Region; 

 Bekwai in the Bekwai Municipal of the Ashanti Region; 

 Adinkwaso in the Adansi Asokwa District of the Ashanti 

Region; 

 Subriso in the Adansi South District of the Ashanti Region; 

and 

 Awiebo in the Ellembelle District of the Western Region. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, the good news about Community Mining 

is that it is going to generate over 126,000 jobs. 

 

Seized Excavators 

Ladies and Gentlemen, following a decision by Cabinet in March, 

2020, for this Ministry to take direct responsibility to streamline 

and manage small scale mining activities,  the Ministry decided to 

take inventory of various equipment, that were seized by the 
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Inter-Ministerial Committee on Illegal Mining (IMCIM) and 

“Galamstop” 

The Ministry has toured a number of locations to take inventory 

of these equipment especially excavators. 

This exercise has resulted in the citing of 157 excavators 

currently located at the following sites:    

 

LOCATION QUANTITY 

ADENTA 122 

OBUASI 26 

TARKWA 9 

 TOTAL 157 

 

Additionally, documents received from “Operation Vanguard” and 

“Galamstop” indicated a number of seized excavators as follows: 

 Operation Vanguard -               290  

 Galamstop   -                             81 

The Ministry is currently working on reconciling these figures and 

developing a database to assist in managing these equipment. 
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Again, the Ministry is working with the Office of the Attorney- 

General to ensure full compliance with the Minerals and Mining 

Act, 2006 (Act 703), as amended by the 2019 Minerals and 

Mining Amendment Act (Act 995)-especially sections (9) and (10). 

 

2. IMPROVING INVESTMENT PLATFORM FOR LARGE 

SCALE MINING 

A. Total Digitization of Online Licensing System 

Ladies and Gentlemen, to eliminate the “face to face” contact and 

reduce time for doing business and encourage investment in the 

mining sector, an online portal has been developed and used in 

the application of Mining Leases, Licenses and Reporting.  

So far, 17 large and medium scale mining companies and 187 

registered mine support service providers have been granted 

access to the Portal to engage with the Minerals Commission.  

B. Ensuring Accountability in Mineral Exports 

i. Construction of Weigh Bridges to Track Bulk 

Mineral Shipments 

Ladies and Gentlemen, the Ministry in 2017 identified that the 

export of bulk minerals were undertaken by companies without 
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proper tracking mechanisms to confirm the actual volume of 

minerals produced and exported.  

To address the this problem, the Ministry has constructed two (2) 

weigh bridges at Apemanim in the Ahanta West District of 

Western Region and Awaso in the Bibiani-Anhwiaso- Bekwai 

Municipality of the Western North Region. This is to track and 

confirm actual volumes hauled from the mines to the Takoradi 

Port. 

It is also to ensure that Ghana is not short-changed in anyway 

regarding shipments of bulk minerals. 

ii.  Gold Assay Center 

Ladies and Gentlemen, gold has also been exported over the 

years by production companies without independent confirmation 

of the actual volumes and grades of the mineral prior to export. 

To address the situation, the Ministry established an Assay Center 

at the Kotoka International Airport to properly track (weigh, test, 

value and certify) actual volumes and grades of gold being 

exported. I am pleased to say that as it stands today, gold 

exported out of the country passes through the assay process for 

validation of the actual value. 
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ENSURING EFFICIENT MANAGEMENT OF MINING 

AND TIMBER ROYALTIES AND OTHER SOURCES OF 

STOOL LAND REVENUE 

Ladies and Gentlemen, to enable Stools or Traditional Authorities 

receive  their portion of royalties from gold and timber production 

in a prompt and regular manner, Government since 2017 has put 

in place strategies which includes the implementation of the MDF 

Act, 2016 (Act 912) and other existing regulations. Among these 

is the setting up of a Board for the MDF and appointment of a 

Fund Administrator that ensures that revenue due to Traditional 

Rulers are fully and promptly disbursed.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, these measures have put a stop to the 

situation where Nananom had to travel down to Accra to chase 

their royalties that comes with cost and discomfort. That period is 

over.  

Additionally such revenues that go to the Metropolitan, Municipal 

and District Assemblies (MMDAs) for community development are 

also disbursed in a similar manner. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, so far over GHS 310 Million from 

mineral royalties have been received and disbursed accordingly to 

beneficiaries of the fund from 2017 to date.  
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Additionally, the portion of royalties from Timber received and 

disbursed by the Office of the Administrator of Stool Lands from 

2017 to date amounts to GHS 27 Million.  

Other revenue sources include Ground Rent, Farm Rent and 

Mining Concession Rent. From 2017 to date, an amount of over 

GHS 240 Million has been mobilized and disbursed for the 

development of various projects. These include the Legacy 

Projects at the following institutions: 

a. University of Mines and Technology (UMaT) 

i. Construction of a 5-Storey Administration Block 

ii. Construction of a 2-Storey Classroom Block 

iii. Construction of a Sports Facility 

iv. Construction of a Main Gate House  

v. Construction of a 4-Storey Faculty Block 

vi. Construction of a 2-Storey Cafeteria Block 

vii. Construction of a 2-Storey 8-Flats of 3 Bedrooms 

viii. Construction of a 4-Storey 52 rooms Guest House in Accra 

 

b. University of Ghana 

I. Construction of External works at the Administration Block 

II. 2-Storey Faculty Block for the Department Earth Science of 

the University of Ghana, Legon 
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Stool Lands Revenue Funded Projects 

Ladies and Gentlemen, projects funded through Mineral Royalties, 

Timber Royalties, Ground Rent, Farm Rent and Mining Concession 

Rent include the following:  

i. Chinchanko Community Centre- Buipe 

ii. Renovated Conference Hall-Central Gonja 

iii. Refurbished Conference Hall- Central Gonja 

iv. New Classroom Block - Asawasi 

v. 3 Unit Classroom Block - Nkwarteng 

vi. A Stool Lands Revenue Funded Mechanized Borehole- Akim 

Oda Anglican School 

vii. Block Of Stalls- New Abirem Lorry Park 

viii. Health Centre Under Construction- Pankase 

ix. Health Centre Under Construction- Akoase  

x. Market Stalls - Sankpala 

xi. Nurses Quarters- Pomaakrom 
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MINERAL AND TIMBER TRADE SINCE 2017 

 

1. MINERAL TRADE, EXPORT EARNINGS AND GDP 

CONTRIBUTION (2017 TO DATE) 

A. Mineral Production 

Ladies and Gentlemen, production performance of Ghana’s major 

minerals during the period under review has witnessed roller-

coaster trends in all the major minerals produced.  

With respect to gold, over, 4.2 million ounces was produced in 

2016, and almost same production figure was achieved in 2017. 

For 2018, production increased significantly to almost 5.0 million 

ounces and dipped to almost 4.7 million ounces in 2019. For 

the first half of 2020, a total of 2.2 million ounces of gold was 

produced.    

For bauxite, total production was about 1.3 million metric 

tonnes in 2016. This increased to about 1.5 million metric 

tonnes in 2017. In 2018 the production figure dropped to 1.0 

million metric tonnes and the situation was not different in 

2019 with a production of 1.1 million metric tonnes. As at 

June 2020, about 500,000 metric tonnes has been produced. 
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In the case of manganese, production increased from 2.0 

million metric tonnes in 2016 to 3.0 million metric tonnes 

in 2017. Production in 2018 however, increased to 4.4 million 

metric tonnes and further to 5.4 million metric tonnes in 

2019. For the first half of 2020, about 470,000 metric tonnes 

of manganese was produced.  

B. Revenue Generation from Minerals  

Ladies and Gentlemen, Ghana continues to rely on mineral 

revenue for its development. Total tax revenue collected in 2016 

was GHS 1.6 billion. This increased to nearly GHS 2.2 billion 

in 2017 and to GHS 2.4 billion in 2018. Tax revenue however, 

decreased to GHS 1.9 billion in 2019. As at half year 2020, a 

total of GHS 1.3 billion was collected by GRA as mineral 

revenue to government as compared to GHS 1.2 billion 

collected as at half year 2019.  

Total mineral royalties collected increased from 2016 to 2019. 

Royalties collected in 2016 was GHS 551 million. This increased 

to GHS 702 million in 2017. 2018 recorded GHS 705 million 

and increased significantly to GHS 1 billion in 2019. For half 

year 2020, mineral royalties grew by GHS 659 million, 

compared to GHS 402 million same period in 2019.  
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Again, mining merchandise exports increased from an amount of 

USD 5 billion in 2016 to USD 6 billion in 2017, then decreased 

slightly in 2018 to USD 5.7 billion and increased again to USD 

6.6 billion in 2019 making mining a major forex earner for 

Ghana. Due to current favourable gold price, total mineral 

merchandise exports grew steadily to USD 3.5 billion during the 

first half of this year compared to USD 1.6 billion over the same 

period in 2019.    

C. Contribution to Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 

Ladies and Gentlemen, the mining and quarrying subsector of the 

Industry Sector contributed 8.5% to GDP in 2016. In 2017 the 

subsector contribution increased to 10.9% of GDP and further to 

14.9% in 2019. 

D. Tax Revenue to Government from Gold Assay  

The Gold Assay Center at the Kotoka International Airport 

generates taxes and fees for gold by undertaking gold validation 

prior to export.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, total gold assayed at the Center from 

2016 to July 2020 was 13,492,032.70 oz. valued at almost 

USD 19.0 Million. Total tax revenue accrued to Government 

from the assay over the period amounted to GHS 14.1 Million. 
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Without the Assay process, this GHS 14.1 Million would have been 

lost to the State. 

 

E. Revenue Generation from Jewellery Production 

Ladies and Gentlemen, as a result of Public Private Partnership 

(PPP) arrangements, the Jewellery production unit of the Precious 

Minerals Marketing Company has become more efficient in the 

production of jewelleries. This has resulted in an increase in the 

volume and sales of jewelleries and enhanced the revenue base 

of the company. The value of jewelleries produced increased from 

about USD 1.8 Million in 2017 to almost USD 1.9 Million in 

2018 and increased sharply to USD 234 Million in 2019. Sales 

however dipped abruptly to USD 1.1 Million for the first half of 

2020 due to the COVID Pandemic. 

 

F. Local Participation in the Mining Industry (Local 

Content)  

Ladies and Gentlemen, following Government’s introduction in 

2018 of new category of services that are to be provided solely by 

Ghanaians, Ghanaian participation in the mining sector has been 

on the rise.  
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In 2017, 105 mine support service companies registered and 

operated in the sector. This number increased to 114 in 2018 

and further to 240 as at the end of 2019. 

The country has since the period under review been able to retain 

a total of over USD 1.42 billion through local procurement 

which otherwise would have been used to import production 

inputs for the mining industry.  

 

2. TIMBER TRADE (2017 TO DATE) 

 

A. Timber Trade and Industry Development  

Ladies and gentlemen, Ghana’s timber export statistics from 2017 

to 2019 show a minimal reduction in export volumes and values. 

At the end of 2017, a total volume of 339,000m3 valued at 

€190 million was recorded as compared to a volume of 

333,000m3 valued at €188 million recorded in 2018. In 2019, 

the export trade recorded a volume of 300,000m3 valued at 

€151 million. This represents a decrease of about 10% and 

20% in terms of volume and value respectively as compared to 

what was recorded in 2018.  

Ladies and gentlemen, the Forestry Commission has facilitated 

the export of a total wood volume of about 90,000m3 that 
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yielded a value of €45 million as at June 2020. The COVID-19 

pandemic has affected the production, supply and export of legal 

wood and wood products. All things being equal and not 

underestimating the variability of factors on the international 

market, the total expected value of €106 million will be 

recorded from an estimated volume of over 210,000m3 at the 

end of this year.  

Ladies and gentlemen, in terms of the destinations of wood and 

wood products, from 2017 to 2019, Asia/Far East market has 

become the preferred destination recording 703,000m3 

representing 72% and valued at €378 million representing 

71% of Ghana’s total export. Europe, the traditional market of 

Ghana especially Italy, France, Germany, Belgium and UK, 

accounted for a volume of 125,000m3 representing 13% of the 

total export and valued at €72 million representing 14%. The 

ECOWAS market recorded a volume of 91,000m3 representing 

9% of the total export and valued at €36 million representing 

7%.  

Mr. Chairman, comparing statistics for the same period last year, 

it is worth noting that the global pandemic has had a significant 

impact on export of wood and wood products to the various 

destinations. As at June this year, Europe accounted for 
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20,000m3 representing 22% of export and valued at €12 

million representing 26%. The ECOWAS market recorded a 

volume of 14,000m3 representing 15% valued at €5 million 

representing 11% and the Asia/Far East markets imported 

49,000m3 representing 55% of timber and wood products 

valued at €23 million representing 50%. The reduced volumes 

and values recorded was due to the outbreak of the COVID 19 

pandemic which affected export of wood products to the various 

destinations. 

 

B. Supply of Wood and Wood Products to the 

Domestic Market  

The Ministry is implementing various policy strategies to reduce 

the use of illegal wood and wood products in the country. It is 

estimated that from 2017 to 2019, the volume of lumber and 

plywood supplied to the domestic market was 900,000m3 and 

210,000m3 respectively. As at June of this year, 171,000m3 of 

lumber and 50,000m3 of plywood was supplied to the domestic 

market.  

The Ministry is collaborating with key stakeholders such as the 

Domestic Lumber Millers Association of Ghana, Domestic Lumber 

Traders Association and Timber Utilization Contract holders to 
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sanitize the domestic market to enhance the legal supply of wood 

and wood products to the domestic market. 

 

MINERALS INVESTIGATION TO DIVERSIFY THE 

NATION’S MINERAL BASE 

Ladies and Gentlemen, Ghana has depended on one mineral 

(gold) over the years. In order to diversify the mineral base of the 

country to attract more investments and increase the country’s 

mineral revenue, the Ghana Geological Survey Authority 

continues to conduct iron ore investigation in the Kadjebi, Jasikan 

and Nkwanta South in the Oti Region.  Limestone investigation is 

also being carried out in the Mamprusi West District in North East 

Region.  Intensive pitting and sampling during the period (2017-

2020 July)) had identified large limestone deposits in an area of 

about 600 square kilometres suitable for clinker production. 

These limestone deposit occur at Yiwase in the Eastern Region, 

Golluk in the North East Region, Kunkwa in the Upper East Region 

and Yezesi in the Northern Region. 
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1. PROMOTING EFFICIENCY IN MINERAL EXPLORATION 

THROUGH THE PROVISION OF GEO-SCIENTIFIC DATA 

AND INFORMATION  

Ladies and Gentlemen, successful mineral and efficient mining 

practices in every country depend on the availability of reliable 

geo-scientific data and information. In order to continue to  

provide geo-scientific data and information to promote efficiency 

in the mineral exploration and proper mining practice in the 

country, the Ghana Geological Survey Authority is vigorously 

conducting geological mapping in Agona Nyakrom, Breman 

Asikuma, Odoben, Nkum, Brakwa, Nsabaa, Upper Bobikuma, 

Lower Bobikuma, Kuntanase, Abodom, Eshiem, Nwomaso, 

Kuhyea, Assin Breman, Assin Nyankpomase, Assin Breku and 

Kwaman in the Central Region, Adanse Praso, Atasi Nkwanta and 

Apagya in the Ashanti Region.  

Regional soil geochemical sampling covering an area of about 

540,420 acres has been completed in Kenyasi 1&2, to aid and 

enhance mineral exploration activities in the Ahafo Region. 
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2. ESTABLISHMENT OF GIADEC AND GIISDEC TO 

DEVELOP THE ALUMINIUM AND IRON & STEEL 

INDUSTRIES  

The over dependence on gold and the exportation of bulk 

minerals such as bauxite in its raw state is of great concern to the 

Government. To link the country’s mineral deposit to the 

development of the economy, Government has strategized to 

ensure that minerals such as Bauxite and Iron ore are mined and 

processed for the development of Aluminium, Iron and Steel 

industry and its value chain.  

To this end, Government has established two Corporations 

namely Ghana integrated Aluminium Development Corporation 

(GIADEC) and Ghana Integrated Iron and Steel Development 

Corporation (GIISDEC) to manage the Aluminium and Iron 

industry respectively. 

The two Corporations although recently set up by law have made 

some modest gains. 
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A. GHANA INTEGRATED ALUMINIUM DEVELOPMENT 

CORPORATION (GIADEC) 

Ladies and Gentlemen, from 2018 to date, the Ghana Integrated 

Aluminium Development Corporation has made progress in the 

following areas:   

•  Signed an MOU with Bosai Minerals Group to expand the 

Awaso mine from a production capacity of 1 million metric 

tonnes per annum to 5 million metric tonnes per annum 

and to build a 1.6 million metric tonne alumina plant.  

• As part of the execution of the MOU, GIADEC has acquired 

prospecting license for two bauxite deposits around Awaso. 

• It is expected that the expansion of the Awaso mine from 1 

million metric tonnes to 5 million metric tonnes will 

begin in 2021, leading to the construction of a refinery. 

• GIADEC has assumed operational control of VALCO. 

•  A new VALCO Board was inaugurated in August, 2020. 

• GIADEC now leads the implementation of the VALCO 

recovery plan aimed at stabilising operations and increasing 

cash-flows to the business 
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• Government approved the release of GHS 100 million for 

the rehabilitation of identified aged but critical pieces of 

equipment and to support the working capital requirements 

of VALCO. 

• The final Round for the selection of strategic partners in the 

Aluminium Industry development process is to be completed 

before the end of 2020. 

• The Corporation has established “19-Member Committees” in 

each of the four mining communities to develop strong and 

sustained community engagement processes.  

 

• Biodiversity and hydrology baseline studies are on-going in 

Atewa by scientists from KNUST. This will help Government 

make key decisions on responsible mining after delineating 

all sensitive areas out of the proposed mining sites. 

 

B. GHANA INTEGRATED IRON AND STEEL 

DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION (GIISDEC) 

Ladies and Gentlemen, for a long time we have been sitting on 

another mineral that has the potential to catapult Ghana’s 

economy without giving it much attention. This is iron, the 

bedrock for the Iron and Steel industry and the base material for 
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the automobile industry. To promote and develop an integrated 

iron and steel industry, Government has through an Act of 

Parliament, (Act 988) in March, 2019 established the Ghana 

Integrated Iron and Steel Development Corporation (GIISDEC). 

Within the next three years GIISDEC is strategically positioned to 

develop Sheini and Oppong- Manso Iron Ore deposit.  

The Corporation since its establishment has achieved the 

following:  

 Signed MOU with GEM GLOBAL to expand and develop the 

Oppong Manso iron ore deposit and its environment and to 

build an iron ore refinery.  

 

 Reviewing existing geological data undertaken by Emmaland 

Resources in the Sheini Hills to confirm the state and 

economic viability of the iron ore deposit. 

 
 

 Reviewing existing geological data undertaken by GEM 

Global in the Oppong Manso exploration sites to confirm the 

state and economic viability of the iron ore deposit. 

 

 GIISDEC has also partnered with Ghana Geological Survey 

Authority to evaluate and confirm the discovery of iron ore 

deposit in the following locations: 
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 Akpafu-Bowiri 

  Jasikan Bodad  

  Baglo Kute  

  KwameKrom 

  Kadjebi Akokrowa 

  Krachi-Nkwanta  

Ladies and Gentlemen, to ensure harmony in the development of 

the Iron and Steel industry and the environment, GIISDEC has:  

 Profiled all Key stakeholders in the Iron and Steel Industry 

 Commenced engagement with key traditional leaders 

 Commenced a comprehensive community engagement 

process with affected communities 

Ladies and Gentlemen, GIISDEC has also initiated the 

engagement of investors interested in the iron and steel Industry. 

 

DEVELOPING PLANTATIONS TO ADDRESS FOREST 

DEGRADATION WHILES ENSURING FOOD 

SECURITY 

Since 2017, emphasis has been placed on developing Forest 

Plantation as one of the strategies to address deforestation and 
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provide forest goods and services to deliver a range of economic, 

social and environmental benefits including raw materials for the 

Timber industry.   

From 2017 to date, an estimated area of 44,118ha of plantation 

of different species (e.g. ofram, teak, wawa, kokrodua, cedrela, 

eucalyptus) has been established by Government. The Private 

sector has also established an area of 18,083ha.   
 

Ladies and Gentlemen, it may interest you to note that the 

development of these plantations have an added advantage of 

contributing to food production thereby ensuring the overall food 

security programme in the country.  

Food production coming out of the established plantation 

increased from 730 tonnes in 2016 to 6,000 tonnes in 2017, 

22,400 tonnes in 2018 and 37,000 tonnes in 2019. 

 

IMPROVING LAND ADMINISTRATION  

Ladies and Gentlemen, Government’s major focus on land 

administration is to ensure security of tenure of the citizenry. This 

provides information on ownership of landed property, promote 

investment and economic growth in terms of accessibility of 

financial capital for business development. 
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To date, Ghanaians find it difficult to get access to land especially 

in the Greater Accra region. It could take any person applying for 

title registration between 120 working days to 3 years with 

the associated cost and eventual loss of one’s documents.  

Government from 2017 identified some bottlenecks in land 

acquisition especially in Greater Accra and strategized to address 

them.  

The initial approach in addressing the inefficiencies in land 

administration in the country was to provide a modern space for 

the storage of land records and also build capacity for the 

management of land records. Since 2017, Government has 

carried out plans to provide ultra-modern office space for the 

Lands Commission Headquarters and Greater Accra Regional 

office. Kumasi has also been provided with a regional office with 

modern facilities for all land related institutions. 

Secondly, Government identified that there was no way for the 

land agencies to work in a manual environment and expect to 

move with the  way current businesses related to land are done 

in the rest of the world. To move from this manual environment, 

a digitization center has been setup onsite at the premises of the 
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Lands Commission for the conversion of its records to digital 

format.  

I am happy to announce that with the aid of an ultra-modern 

intelligent scanner, scanning of all map sheets for the Greater 

Accra region has been completed. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, although within the last three years the 

turn-around time of title registration in Accra has been 

reduced from over 3 years to 120 days, it is expected to go 

down significantly and ultimately to the Government’s target 

turn-around time of 30 days when all planned strategies are 

fully implemented. It is also worth to note that apart from 

Greater Accra, the average turn-around time for deeds 

registration in all other regions and districts is 14 working 

days.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, after going through rigorous reforms for a 

decade, the Ministry of Lands and Natural Resources with the 

leadership of Parliament has facilitated the passage of the Land 

Bill. The Bill is yet to receive Presidential assent. Its primary 

objective on enactment would be to streamline activities in the 

land market through revision and consolidation of laws on land, 

with the view to harmonizing those laws to ensure sustainable 
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land administration and management, effective land tenure and 

to provide for related matters. It is envisaged that in 2021, 

comprehensive stakeholder consultations will be undertaken to 

sensitize the public on the Bill. 

  

MAINTAINING THE INTEGRITY OF THE NATION’S 

LAND AND MARITIME BOUNDARIES 

The Ministry continues to ensure the protection of the Country’s 

Land and Maritime boundaries. To this effect, a new Board, 

Ghana Boundary Commission was constituted in line with the law 

and inaugurated by H.E. the President on Tuesday, 13th October, 

2020 to streamline and sustain efforts made. He further charged 

the Board to protect the interest of the Country’s Land and 

Maritime boundaries.   

 

EARTHQUAKE TRACKING AND WARNING SYSTEMS 

Ladies and Gentlemen, due to the few earth tremors that were 

felt in 2019 and the recent earthquake on the 24th of June 2020 

with magnitude of 4.2 on the Richter scale, the Government 

through the Ghana Geological Survey Authority (GGSA) has 

intensified its public education through the print and electronic 
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media to sensitize the general public on what to do before, during 

and after an earthquake in order to be prepared to mitigate the 

risk associated with it. 

As part of measures to ensure preparedness for Earthquake 

Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) in the Country, the GGSA has 

installed three earthquake early warning equipment at Weija-

Gbawe Municipal Assembly, GGSA and NADMO Head Offices. 

Plans are far advanced to install five (5) more earthquake early 

warning equipment in Jubilee House, Peduase Lodge, Parliament 

House, Ministry of Lands and Natural Resources and University of 

Ghana. 

 

JOB CREATION 

To create jobs for the youth whiles ensuring sustainable 

management of the natural resources, the following interventions 

were undertaken from 2017 to date: 

 Linking Youth Employment to plantation development 

 Providing alternative livelihood programmes for communities 

in mining areas and forest-fringed communities 

 Facilitation and Promotion of Community Mining Scheme  
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Ladies and Gentlemen, so far the Youth in Afforestation 

Programme has generated 81,362 jobs.  

Alternative Livelihood Programme for the production and 

distribution of Oil Palm seedlings from 2017 to 2019 has 

benefitted 33,044 individuals.  

As part of the Alternative Livelihood Programme in forest-fringe 

communities, 500 beneficiaries were trained and supported in 

seedling production, bee keeping, mushroom production and soap 

making around Bono, Bono East, Ahafo, Western and Western 

North Regions under the Forest Investment Programme. 

The Community Mining programme that seeks to promote 

responsible mining within mining communities is expected to 

create 126,000 jobs effective June 2020. 

About 220 youth have been employed as Mine Wardens to 

assist in combating illegal mining. 

   

CONCLUSION 

Ladies and Gentlemen, the Ministry will continue to pursue 

Government’s agenda to ensure sustainable management of the 

Nation’s natural resources in order to contribute more effectively 

to economic growth and development. The Ministry will, going 
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forward pay particular attention to developing the Bauxite and 

Iron and Steel industries, explore other minerals other than gold 

such as base metals and rare earth metals to assist in the mineral 

diversification of the mining industry, provide security of land 

tenure for the citizenry to attract investment and restore the 

forest cover of the nation whiles providing employment security 

for the youth. 

Thank you 

 

 

 

 

 

 


